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NSW Syllabus Outcomes
English
WS3.9 Produces a wide range of well‐structured and well‐presented literary and factual texts for a wide variety of purposes and audiences using
increasingly challenging topics, ideas, issues and written language features.
WS3.10 Uses knowledge of sentence structure, grammar and punctuation to edit own writing.
WS3.12 Produces texts in a fluent and legible style and uses computer technology to present these effectively in a variety of ways.
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NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum Outcomes
English
EN3‐2A Composes, edits and presents well structured and coherent texts.
EN3‐7C Thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and critically about information and ideas and identifies connections between texts when responding
to and composing texts.
Resources Needed
Pens, pencils and workbooks.
Computers and paint for publishing
Key Ideas
Create a picture book in a group to read to a younger class.

Language
n/a

Assessment Strategies
• Is the text well structured and coherent?
• Have the students thought creatively about their story to compose
the text?
• Have the students considered the audience of their story while
composing it?

Workshop Activities
15 minutes ‐ Introduction Read the class a picture book. (Some examples; The Cat in the Hat; Where the Wild Things are; The Jolly Postman; The Very
Hungry Caterpillar etc)
10 minutes – Discussion Discuss the following points
• What makes a good picture book?
• What makes a good story?
• What makes good pictures?
30 minutes – Group Writing Explain to students that in groups of 4 or 5 you are going to be writing a narrative to make into a picture book. You will then
read your picture book to a younger class. (Try to give students an actual class so they can aim for a particular audience.)
Decide the following important parts of your story
• What Genre will your story be? (action, adventure, romance, comedy, romantic comedy, horror, thriller, drama, historical, science fiction, western)
• Who will your main character be? (this is the good guy of the story, your hero)
Name
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Age
Background to the character
Who will be your main characters nemesis? (this is the bad guy of your story)
Name
Age
Background to the character
Where will your story be set? (space, an old western town, in a school, in a cave, inside a whale?)
When will your story be set? (past, present or future?)
What problem will your main character come across? (the complication to the story)
What is one way the main character will try to solve the problem – but it won’t work?
What is another way the main character will try to solve the problem that the audience thinks might work, but doesn’t?
What is the final way the character tries to solve the problem and it works.

As you are writing your story, edit and re‐read to ensure it makes sense and inspires students to help write the next sentences.
30 minutes ‐ Publishing and illustrating Groups should now publish their work (either with neat handwriting or on the computer), so there is a small
amount of text on each page with an illustration. This will make sure it looks like a picture book. A cover should also be made with the title and the groups
names.
10 minutes – Reading Students should take their picture books to their allocated classes and read their picture book to the class.

