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A BEES LIFE
Queen bee lays each of  her eggs in a single cell.

Eggs hatch into larva.

Worker bees care for the eggs and feed them pollen 
mixed with honey for about 9 days.

Worker bees close off  the cell with wax and the larva 
spins itself  into a cocoon as a pupa.

Pupa metamorphosis’ into bees over about 12 days.

Bees chew their way out of  the cell and start working.
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MAKING A STOP MOTION ANIMATION
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1. Start by setting up your frame. Place a piece of  cardboard (poster  size) 
on the ground. Use tape to stick it in place.

2. Make all the necessary parts of  the animation from play dough. For 
example a bee, hive, cell, larva, pupa, worker bees etc.

3. Set up the beginning frame on the cardboard. Don’t stick the pieces of  
play dough down to the cardboard as you will need them to move easily and 
not leave marks. 

4. Set up a tripod (if  you have one) and place the camera on it focusing on 
the frame you want. No bigger though, as you don’t want to see floor outside 
the framed area. 

5. Take a picture of the first frame. Don’t move the camera at all, just move the 
pieces of play dough very small movements and take another photo. The smaller 
the movements between each shot the smoother the animation will seem.
 
6. Do this until you have taken a photo of each tiny movement of the animation.

7. Download your photos onto the computer.

8. Open Windows movie maker

9. Import the photos

10. Go to video tools edit and change the duration of  each photo to 0.2 (you 
will have to type this in)

11. Place your photos on the storyboard. Delete any that were mistakes and 
then watch your movie. 

12.Add some music if  you feel it would add to your presentation. 

TEACHER NOTES


